
Vail Resorts Newsroom

Whistler Blackcomb, Through Vail Resorts EpicPromise, Doubles Founders
Pass Donation to the Whistler Blackcomb Foundation

Donation will generate an additional $500,000, totaling $1,000,000 in annual funding support for the Sea to Sky
community

Whistler, B.C. – December 7, 2022 – The Whistler Blackcomb Foundation has received a donation of 50 additional Founders
Passes from Vail Resorts EpicPromise, doubling the number of passes in the program to 100 in total.

The Founders Pass is a highly-coveted, fully transferable pass which offers a number of special perks, including lift line priority
on both Whistler and Blackcomb Mountains. It has sold out every year since its introduction in 1998 and some individuals have
been on the waitlist for over a decade. Importantly, funds generated from the sale of these passes have enabled the Whistler
Blackcomb Foundation to donate one major grant annually to an everlasting capital project within the local community.  With the
addition of these 50 passes to the program, it will now become the primary fundraising vehicle for the Whistler Blackcomb
Foundation and will raise one million dollars annually for Sea to Sky community organizations.

The additional Founders Passes will create a year-over-year impact, with the intent of driving innovative solutions to help solve
community challenges. The recipient of the first of these larger-scale grants has been decided, and the Whistler Blackcomb
Foundation is proud to share the Whistler 360 Health Collaborative Society will receive  $500,000 in support of improving
accessibility of community healthcare services and support.

“The impact of the Whistler Blackcomb Foundation is substantial, and I am proud and honoured to be part of this important
announcement in partnership through Vail Resorts EpicPromise” said Geoff Buchheister, Whistler Blackcomb VP & COO and
President, Whistler Blackcomb Foundation. “We are committed to making a difference in the Sea to Sky community and are
thrilled about the expansion of the Founders Pass program and both the experience it will provide and the impact it will
ultimately make.”

Whistler 360 aims to create a team-based, professionally managed, community-governed model of excellence where health
care professionals provide patient-focused longitudinal care. The key components of the model are designed to address the
issues that deter doctors from choosing full-service family practice in ways that can improve the health of our community. In
providing half-a-million dollars in funding, Whistler 360 will be better enabled to bridge an important gap in preventative
healthcare and reducing barriers to accessing care

“We are ecstatic this year to announce support for Whistler 360 with the incremental dollars raised through the sale of the
additional 50 Founders Passes. Our community is not immune to the crisis felt throughout the healthcare system in this
Province and we are honoured to be able to support this great organization,” said Mei Madden, Executive Director of the
Whistler Blackcomb Foundation. “We are grateful for the continued support of Whistler Blackcomb and Vail Resorts, and look
forward to the continued impact the Foundation will make in changing the lives of local residents and driving our community
forward.”

The work of Whistler 360 began in 2019 in response to a shortage of practitioners in family practice in Whistler, and  as many
as 50% of residents are without a family doctor, and those who do face long wait times for care. The shortage is also impacting
urgent care in Whistler, where doctors supporting critical care needs are seeing hundreds of patients without urgent needs due
to a lack of family practice physicians.

“We are grateful for the support of the Whistler Blackcomb Foundation and Whistler Blackcomb and Vail Resorts EpicPromise –
this donation will help Whistler 360 address capacity in primary care services in our community,” said Dr. Karin Kausky, Vice-
Chair of Whistler 360 Health Collaborative Society. “It is our goal to be a model of excellence in the delivery of primary care,
and this grant will help with recruitment and retention of providers and staff. Since Whistler 360 is community-led and governed,



it is one of our goals to have a deep understanding of our community and its primary-care needs—including social determinants
of health—and be able to respond to changing needs.” 

The Whistler Blackcomb Foundation is committed to helping organizations that benefit residents of the Sea to Sky Corridor.
Over the years, it has reviewed large scale opportunities to award funds raised through the Founders Pass program; prior
recipients of donation funds include the Whistler Health Care Foundation, Squamish Helping Hands Society, Sea to Sky
Hospice Society and many other shared community spaces and facilities like the Pemberton Soccer field, Dave Murray National
Training Centre and the Whistler Skate Park.

Help the Whistler Blackcomb Foundation continue to support our local communities by participating in the Whistler Blackcomb
Foundation’s winter fundraiser, the TELUS Winter Classic being held March 3-4, 2023. More details are available
at www.whistlerblackcombfoundation.com.

###

About the Whistler Blackcomb Foundation
The Whistler Blackcomb Foundation has raised over 18 million dollars for Registered Sea to Sky Charities making it the largest
fundraising organization in the area. Our mandate is to support larger, more everlasting community projects within the Sea to
Sky Corridor, as well as to build a stronger relationship with residents of the community. The Whistler Blackcomb Foundation
provides financial support to organizations whose activities provide benefit to residents of the Sea to Sky Corridor in the areas
of health, human services, education, recreation, arts & culture and the environment with a special emphasis placed on youth
and family programs. www.whistlerblackcombfoundation.com

About Vail Resorts EpicPromise

Vail Resorts EpicPromise is how the company embodies its foundational value – Do Good. By supporting the health of our
communities through local grants, employee volunteering and inclusive mountain access, the wellbeing and development of our
employees through the EpicPromise Foundation, and the resilience of our environment and global climate through our bold
Commitment to Zero, EpicPromise helps create a more promising future for generations to come.

About Vail Resorts, Inc. (NYSE: MTN) 
Vail Resorts, Inc., through its subsidiaries, is the leading global mountain resort operator. Vail Resorts' subsidiaries currently
operate 40 destination mountain resorts and regional ski areas, including Vail, Beaver
Creek, Breckenridge, Keystone and Crested Butte in Colorado; Park City in Utah; Heavenly, Northstar and Kirkwood in the Lake
Tahoe area of California and Nevada; Whistler Blackcomb in British Columbia, Canada; Perisher, Falls Creek and Hotham
in Australia; Stowe, Mount Snow, Okemo in Vermont; Hunter Mountain in New York; Mount Sunapee, Attitash, Wildcat and
Crotched in New Hampshire; Stevens Pass in Washington; Seven Springs, Hidden Valley, Laurel Mountain, Liberty, Roundtop,
Whitetail, Jack Frost and Big Boulder in Pennsylvania; Alpine Valley, Boston Mills, Brandywine and Mad River in Ohio; Hidden
Valley and Snow Creek in Missouri; Wilmot in Wisconsin; Afton Alps in Minnesota; Mt. Brighton in Michigan; and Paoli Peaks
in Indiana. Vail Resorts owns and/or manages a collection of casually elegant hotels under the Rock Resorts brand, as well as
the Grand Teton Lodge Company in Jackson Hole, Wyo. Vail Resorts Development Company is the real estate planning and
development subsidiary of Vail Resorts, Inc. Vail Resorts is a publicly held company traded on the New York Stock
Exchange (NYSE: MTN). The Vail Resorts company website is www.vailresorts.com and consumer website is www.snow.com.
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