MSA Press Room

Chicago Fire Department Deploys New Breathing Apparatus
Technology from MSA

4,500 Firefighters Now Using Company's Breakthrough G1 SCBA

PITTSBURGH, Dec. 14, 2017 /PRNewswire/ -- Global safety equipment manufacturer MSA Safety (NYSE: MSA)
today announced the deployment of 1,100 state-of-the-art G1 self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) to the
Chicago Fire Department (CFD). The contract was formally awarded in late 2016 and today's deployment
represents the completion of a one-year, multi-phase delivery and training process. The last time Chicago
deployed new SCBA technology was on September 11, 2001.

"This latest rollout of new SCBA gear for our fire personnel features the latest technology that will help improve
firefighter safety and performance and will in turn increase the safety of our citizens," said Jose Santiago, Fire
Commissioner of the Chicago Fire Department.

"When we were designing and building our G1 SCBA - MSA's most technologically advanced, balanced and
customizable breathing apparatus ever - our engineers relied heavily on voice-of-customer feedback from
thousands of firefighters in the field," said Nish Vartanian, President and Chief Operating Officer. "We are
incredibly honored that fire departments like the Chicago Fire Department, the nation's third-largest department
and one of the world's oldest and most well-respected, have taken note and entrusted MSA to protect the men
and women that keep Chicagoans safe each and every day," he continued.

The G1 SCBA platform, the single largest new product development effort in MSA's 103-year history, was
introduced in 2014 and features several breakthrough features designed to improve firefighter safety and
effectiveness. For instance, unlike conventional designs, the G1 SCBA has no electronics on its facepiece,
making it easier for firefighters to use their full field of view. The SCBA design includes darkness- and smoke-
piercing "buddy lights," which provide visible indicators of fellow firefighters and accompanying critical air
supply data from any angle, and features improved voice amplification communications.

The unit's unique ergonomic design, combined with an adjustable waist belt and wide shoulder straps, allows
more SCBA weight to be carried on a firefighter's hips. Collectively, these features make the SCBA more
comfortable to wear for longer periods of time. Additionally, the G1 SCBA includes a "Central Power" feature
that powers the entire unit from a single, rechargeable battery compartment, eliminating the need for additional
batteries. Also available is an optional integrated thermal imaging camera (iTIC) that's built right into the G1
SCBA's control module.

"MSA's commitment to the fire service, and the firefighters that make our cities safe, is more than just words. In
truth, it's what drives our associates and fuels our passion to continually raise the bar to protect firefighters with
the best and most advanced technology available today, like the G1 SCBA," Mr. Vartanian continued. "We're
happy that the Chicago Fire Department continues to put their trust in the MSA brand, and we're excited to
further strengthen our relationship with one of the most well-respected fire departments in the world."

About MSA

Established in 1914, MSA Safety Incorporated is the global leader in the development, manufacture and supply
of safety products that protect people and facility infrastructures. Many MSA products integrate a combination
of electronics, mechanical systems and advanced materials to protect users against hazardous or life-
threatening situations. The company's comprehensive product line is used by workers around the world in a
broad range of markets, including the oil, gas and petrochemical industry, the fire service, the construction
industry, mining and the military. MSA's core products include self-contained breathing apparatus, fixed gas
and flame detection systems, portable gas detection instruments, industrial head protection products,
firefighter helmets and protective apparel, and fall protection devices. With 2016 revenues of $1.15 billion,
MSA employs approximately 4,600 people worldwide. The company is headquartered north of Pittsburgh in
Cranberry Township, Pa., and has manufacturing operations in the United States, Europe, Asia and Latin
America. With more than 40 international locations, MSA realizes approximately half of its revenue from outside
North America. For more information visit MSA's web site at www.MSAsafety.com .

View original content with multimedia:http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/chicago-fire-department-
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