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EchoStar Signs Agreement to Distribute WildBlue
High-Speed Internet Service

ENGLEWOOD, Colo.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--June 9, 2006--EchoStar
Communications Corporation (NASDAQ: DISH) announced today
the company has signed a five-year wholesale distribution
agreement with WildBlue Communications, Inc., a satellite-
delivered broadband Internet service. The service, dubbed "DISH
High-Speed Internet, powered by WildBlue," will be targeted
toward EchoStar's DISH Network(TM) satellite TV customers
located in rural markets. As part of the agreement, WildBlue is the
only satellite-based Internet solution that EchoStar will offer to its
customers for the next five years. 
 

"EchoStar is pleased to not only be able to provide a high-speed
Internet solution to our DISH Network customers, but also give our
retailers another quality product to sell to their customers who live
in rural areas," said Jim DeFranco, executive vice president at
EchoStar.

DISH Network will begin offering its high-speed Internet service by
this fall, and will handle all customer acquisition, installation,
customer care and billing operations; WildBlue will oversee the
satellite and backbone connectivity. DISH Network pricing for its
high-speed Internet offering will be announced later this year.

"Our agreement with EchoStar marks an exciting time at WildBlue,"
said David Leonard, WildBlue's Chief Executive Officer. "We have
worked very hard this year to make our affordable broadband
Internet service available to every home and small business across
the continental U.S., and we are very pleased to be working with
EchoStar to further strengthen our presence nationwide."

With DISH High-Speed Internet, Powered by WildBlue, customers
will be able to have access speeds up to 30 times faster than dial-up. The two-way satellite service provides
an always-on, high-speed data connection. DISH Network customers will need to purchase a separate
WildBlue satellite dish to receive the broadband service; however they do not need an additional phone or
cable line.

About EchoStar

EchoStar Communications Corporation (NASDAQ: DISH) serves more than 12.2 million satellite TV customers
through its DISH Network(TM), the fastest growing U.S. provider of advanced digital television services in the
last five years. DISH Network offers hundreds of video and audio channels, Interactive TV, HDTV, sports and
international programming, together with professional installation and 24-hour customer service. Visit
EchoStar's DISH Network at www.dishnetwork.com or call 1-800-333-DISH (3474).

About WildBlue

WildBlue Communications, Inc. was established to provide broadband access to consumers and small offices
in rural areas and small cities. Service is available in the contiguous United States. More information on the
company is available at www.wildblue.com.
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